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An Affiliate of the National Alliance of HUD Tenants

WHAT 1s MTA?

The Minnesota Tenants
Alliance (MTA)

is a group of low-income

renters who work to keep

housing in Minnesota
decent, safe and

affordable.

We all live in subsidized
or low-rent housing,
just like you. Read more
about our recent name
change on page 3!

The articles in this
newsletter will provide a
glimpse at the current
struggle for affordable
housing in Minnesota and
nationwide. Read about:

« Candidates stances on
affordable housing and
homelessness issues

U.S. Senate: (page 1)
U.S. House of

Representatives: (pages 2-3)
Governor (page 3)

 Important information
about your voting rights
(page 2)

* Information about MTA’s
recent name change

(pages 3-4)
« An invitation to our next
Federal Affordable Housing

2006 Affordable Housing VVoters’ Guide!

Welcome to the Minnesota Tenants
Alliance 2006 Voter Guide. We did the
hard work of contacting and questioning
as many candidates as we could — now
you do the easy work and get out to
vote on November 7!

Please note that candidate re-
sponses are direct unedited copies of
each campaigns e-mail response to our
query and are listed here in alphabetical
order by last name.

Candidates for United States Senate
were asked the following question:

Our state has made a commitment
to end long term homelessness. What
will you do to lead Minnesota's con-
gressional delegation on affordable
housing issues as our state continues to
lose these important resources?

United States Senator
Robert Fitzgerald, Independent
www.votefitzgerald.com
Phone: 218-731-
0844

“In Washing-
ton, D.C. 1 will
work to see that
resources are
made available to
stem the problem
of homelessness.
We must address
root causes of homelessness in addition
to making affordable housing available.
We need to stop predatory lending and
further regulate check cashing opera-
tions. When unexpected health care
costs are the number one factor of
bankruptcy claims, it is necessary to fix
our health care model.”

Mark Kennedy, Republican
www.markkennedy06.com
Phone: 651-644-2506

“Mark Kennedy has been very
supportive of the Administration and the

Mark has supported a number of
programs to achieve the desired results:
Mark offered an amendment to the FY06
TTHUD Appropriations bill to increase
funds available to the Homeless Assis-
tance Grant Program by $100 million. Mark
also sent a letter last year with Lincoln
Davis (D-Tenn) requesting that funds be
increased for this program.

The Homeless Assistance Grant
Program, administered by HUD, provides
grants to eligible applicants for homeless
prevention, emergency shelter, transitional
housing, direct housing and permanent
supportive housing that meet the housing
needs of homeless and low-income
families and individuals.

Four programs, including the Emer-
gency Shelter Grants (ESG), Supportive
Housing Program (SHP), and Section 8
Moderate Rehabilitation Assistance for
Single-Room Occupancy Dwellings (SRO),
Shelter Plus Care Program (S+C) are
funded through HUD’s Homeless Assis-
tance Grants.

In addition, Mark is a cosponsor of
HR 1471 - the Services for Ending Long-
Term Homelessness Act (SELHA): HR
1471 would establish a grant program for
services in supportive housing for the
homeless. The program would be housed
in the Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) and administered by the
Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration (SAMHSA).

States, cities, public, or nonprofit
entities would be eligible to apply, and
grant funds could be used for services
including mental health services, sub-
stance abuse treatment, referrals for
primary health care
and dental ser-
vices, health
education, money
management, and
parental skills

also signed onto a letter to the Labor-
HHS-Ed Approps Subcommittee asking for
$10.56 million to be included in this year’s
bill to fund services in permanent support-
ive housing.”

Amy Klobuchar, Democrat
www.amyklobuchar.com
Phone: 1-866-714-
2006 [toll-free]

“With five
million working
families nationwide
in need of afford-
able housing, |
recognize the
importance of
supporting federal
policies that preserve or expand affordable
housing opportunities.

I am also proposing a tax credit for
first time homeowners to make sure that
people are not shut-out from the possibil-
ity of buying a home. The unique part of
this proposal is that people can use the
credit right at their closing to pay for the
closing costs. My plan allows buyers to
either sign over credit to a lender at the
closing or reduce the total amount of taxes
they pay to the federal government by
$3,000 for individuals or $6,000 for married
couples. Closing costs are often one of
the largest barriers for first time home
buyers. In 2006, the average closing cost
in Minnesota is $2,919.

Currently, Minnesota is facing the
loss of federal housing assistance for
approximately 271 low-incomes families,
according to an analysis of the Bush
Administration’s FY ’07 budget proposal. |
will oppose federal budget policies which
would cut funds for vulnerable members of
society while providing billions in federal
tax cuts to oil companies and the pharma-
ceutical industry.”

VoTeRs GUIDE CONTINUED ON

conference call (page 4) Governor’s plan to end chronic training.
homelessness. Mark recently PAGES 2 & 3
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General Election — November 7, 2006

Are you eligible to vote?

« 18 years old

« Acitizen of the U.S.

« A resident of Minnesota for 20
days immediately preceding election

 Registered to vote (if you are
not registered by October 17th, you
can register at the polls on election
day)

If you were unable to register to
vote by October 17, 2006, you can
register on election day by bringing
one of these to your polling place as
proof of your residence:

« A current Minnesota driver’s
license, learner’s permit or Minnesota
identification card or a receipt for your
license, permit or ID that has your
current address on it.

« A student photo ID card,
registration or fee statement with the
student’s current address in the
precinct, or just the student photo ID if
you are on a student housing list on
file at the polling place.

« A photo ID without your current
address, together with a utility bill that
contains your name, current address
within the precinct with a payment due
date within 30 days of the election.
Acceptable photo ID’s: Minnesota
driver’s license, Minnesota State ID,
U.S. Passport, Military ID, College ID
Acceptable utility bills: Electric, Cable
TV, Sewer, Gas, Phone, Trash, Water

To be eligible to vote you must be:

Most polling places will be open
from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. If you
have to work, Minnesota law allows
you to take time off from work to vote
during the morning of the election.
You are entitled to take paid leave
from your job to vote on the morning
of election day. It’s illegal for your
employer not to let you take paid time
off work in the morning to vote. Call
the Election Protection hotline toll
free at 1-866-687-8683 if your
employer won’t let you do so.

If you need help at the polling
place:

* You can ask for help to read or
mark your ballot at the polling place.
If you like, you can have a friend do
it.

« All polling places should be
fully accessible. Accessible doors
and parking spaces should be clearly
marked.

« If you can’t easily leave your
car, you can ask for the ballot to be
brought out to you in your car.

« If you have limited vision, you
may ask your county auditor for
voter registration and absentee ballot
instructions in large print or on
cassette tape.

« If you are hearing impaired,
every county and most cities will
have a TDD device for questions.

« A previous registration in
the same precinct but at a
different address.

« A “notice of late registra-
tion” postcard.

« Someone who is a
registered voter in the precinct
where you live can come with
you to vouch for you at the
polling place. If you register this
way, you cannot vouch for the
residency of another voter on
the same day.

Your employer has to let
you take paid time off to vote on
election day.

VOTE

Voters’ Guide (continued...)

Candidates for United States House
of Representatives were asked the
following question:

Our state has made a commitment
to end long term homelessness. What
will you do to lead Minnesota's con-
gressional delegation on affordable
housing issues as our state continues to
lose these important resources?

United States House of

Representatives

District 1
Gil Gutknecht, Republican
[incumbent]
www.gilg.org
Phone: 800-750-1994 [toll-
free]
Campaign did not respond.

Tim Walz, Democrat
www.timwalz.org
Phone: 507-388-5382

“Ending homelessness
and providing adequate
housing for all Minnesotans is an ethical
imperative. Our solution needs to be
two-fold. To help end homelessness,
federal agencies like the VA need to do
more to curtail homelessness among
their respective clienteles and in Con-
gress | will advocate for these agencies
to become more proactive in combating
homelessness. Additionally, 1 will work
to pass legislation like the Mental Health
Parity Act. All too often, economic
distress is caused by medical problems
in a person’s life. The added debt of
medical bills can cause a person to lose
their home, but an untreated mental
illness can not only cause mounting
debt; if left untreated a mental illness
can condemn a person to living on the
street. Not only do we need to pass the
MHPA, we need to ensure affordable
health care coverage for all Minneso-
tans.

Secondly, to help Americans
become homeowners and achieve the
American dream, | propose we provide
more non-traditional funding for low and
moderate income citizens. These citizens
need low interest rates and affordable
pay-back plans that allow

homeownership to be possible for them. |
also propose expanding the Americorps
program that is so valuable to Habitat for
Humanity and other organizations that
help reduce the cost of home ownership.”

District 2
John Kline, Republican
[incumbent]
www.klineforcongress.org
Phone: 952-890-9430
Campaign did not respond.

Coleen Rowley, Democrat
www.coleenrowley.com
Phone: 507-664-3850

“When the economy
grows at a fast rate, yet the
number of persons in poverty increases,
something is off. Poverty, of course, is
directly tied to long-term homelessness,
which has also increased. This is exactly
what has happened under John Kline’s
and the Republican Party’s policies.
Benefits from economic growth should
positively impact all members of society,
yet it appears that those who need it most
have seen little to no gains.

In the long-term, we should address
homelessness through an increased
investment in our infrastructure and smart
urban planning. We should also embrace
programs to treat substance abuse and
mental illness — two frequent causes of
homelessness — to combat the problem.
This approach, moreover, benefits all
members of our community. On the other
hand, in the short-term, we can embrace
measures like the Temporary Assistance of
Needy Families and the National Housing
Trust Fund Bill. The simple truth is that as
a society we can do more to eradicate
homelessness.”

If you’re unsure what
district you live in,
give us a call:

Eric @ HOME Line,
612-728-5770 x119
Toll-free: 1-866-866-3546
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District 3

Jim Ramstad, Republican
[incumbent]
www.ramstad.org

Phone: 952-738-9100
Campaign did not respond.

Wendy Wilde, Democrat
www.electmom.com
Phone: 952-486-8746
Campaign did not respond.
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District 4

Betty McCollum, Democrat
[incumbent]
www.mccollumforcongress.com
Phone: 651-603-1505
Campaign did not respond.

Obi Sium, Republican
www.siumforcongress.com
Phone: 651-293-1224

“| support policies that
promote affordable housing. |
also will support shelter for the homeless.

District 5

Keith Ellison, Democrat
www.keithellison.org
Phone: 612-522-4416

“If you are to look at
Keith’s legislative record you
will see he has supported
many measures to prevent homelessness
and promote affordable housing. He also
looks towards homelessness prevention in
his approach to education, living wage
jobs, neighborhood development and
environmental justice.”

Alan Fine, Republican
www.fineforcongress.org
Phone: 612-229-9871
Campaign did not respond.

Tammy Lee, Independent
www.tammyleeforcongress.com
Phone: 612.767.3047

“Safe, affordable housing
is a fundamental human right.
As your Congresswoman, | will fight to
ensure that affordable housing available
for Minnesotans.

Since 1987 when federal housing
programs were largely reduced, the federal

government has fallen far behind in its
obligation to provide affordable housing.
1 will fight to see that more affordable
housing is created and that it is again a
priority of the federal government.

I’'m extremely concerned by the
number of housing units that were once
affordable which have been converted to
market rate condos. We must always
maintain an appropriate stock of affordable
housing. 1 will work to ensure that
housing is fair, and that tenants are aware
of their rights.

The Section 8 voucher program is
critically important. I will work to make
sure it’s preserved and not reduced.

1I’'m also appalled by predatory
lending practices, and I will fight for stiff
penalties for those who engage in them.”

District 6

Michele Bachmann, Republican
www.michelebachmann.com
Phone: 651-735-7512

Campaign did not respond.

John Binkowski, Independent
www.jpbinkowski.com

Phone: 612-236-8952
Campaign did not respond.

Patty Wetterling, Democrat
www.pattywetterling.com
Phone: 763-323-1803
Campaign did not respond.
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District 7
Mike Barrett, Republican
www.barrettforcongress06.com
Phone: 320-594-2727

“I believe that it is the
purpose of the Federal
government to protect its
citizens, not run their lives. Therefore | am
a proponent of limited government and
lower taxes.

I am also a strong supporter of the
Tenth Amendment that says that anything
not spoken to in the US Constitution
should be left to the States or to the
People.

| believe the only role of the Federal
government in your case is to help assure
the safety of the properties you live in.
Any other efforts or regulation should be
left to the States.”

AW

Collin Peterson, Democrat ‘ ]
[incumbent] ¥
www.petersonforcongress.com

Phone: 218-844-6117

Campaign did not respond.

District 8

Rod Grams, Republican
www.rodgrams2006.com
Phone: 218-722-9100
Campaign did not respond.

Jim Oberstar, Democrat
[incumbent]
www.oberstar.org
Phone: 218-723-8813

“I know that millions of
Americans rely on public housing for an
affordable home. In Congress | am a
strong advocate for public housing
programs in the belief that these programs
serve our most vulnerable citizens. In
order to ensure increased funding for
public housing | have cosponsored
several pieces of legislation to reach these
goals.

I am proud to have cosponsored
important pieces of legislation supporting
and promoting home ownership. One
example is the Savings for Working
Families Act. This act would allow low-
income individuals to establish individual
development accounts to pay for expenses
such as first-time homebuyer costs.
Second, the Renewing the Dream Tax
Credit Act would allow homebuilders and
investors to have a business tax credit for
building or considerably rehabilitating
residences for low income individuals.

In the future I will continue to work
tirelessly to create and advance affordable
housing programs in the Eighth District.”

Candidates for Governor were asked
the following question:

Will you support a dedicated source
of funding for affordable housing con-
struction, rehabilitation, and resources
for rental assistance?

Governor
Mike Hatch, Democrat
www.hatch2006.0rg
Phone: 651-221-0881
Campaign did not respond.

Peter Hutchinson, Independent
www.teammn.com
Phone: 612-767-4465

“In 2003, the Minne-
sota Housing Finance
Agency unveiled its
strategic plan and goals for
program years 2004-2007. The plan seeks
to end long-term homelessness, increase
minority homeownership, preserve
strategically the existing affordable
housing stock, provide housing choices
for low and moderate income workers, and
establish the MHFA as a housing partner
of choice.

Governor Pawlenty led the develop-
ment of the plan. As governor, Peter
Hutchinson would continue the initiative.

-t

Tim Pawlenty, Republican
[incumbent]
www.timpawlenty.com
Phone: 651-905-0555 t
Campaign did not respond.

MnAHT becomesMTA

By: Linda Hymes, Success: Lou
Park Apts. Tenant Association

We’ve changed our name and
now work on issues that affect
ALL low- and middle-income
tenants in Minnesota.

We, the Minnesota Alliance of
HUD Tenants (MnAHT), have
changed our name to the Minne-
sota Tenants Alliance (MTA). We
are a group of low-income tenants
living in many types of housing.
We worked in our own buildings to
make and keep our homes decent,
safe and affordable. Realizing the
power in working together, we
decided to work together on issues
statewide that affect all tenants.

We learned that all housing
that is affordable for low- and
middle-income people is under
attack! Funding for the Section 8
voucher program is cut every year

MNAHT/MTA
(CoNTINUED ON PAGE 4)
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In July, MTA members from
across the state joined a call
similar to this one, urging our
Congresspeople to fully fund
affordable housing programs.

Jerry, an MTA member who
lives in subsidized housing in
Anoka, spoke on the call
about the importance of his
housing.

Minnesota Tenants Alliance —

You can join the call at any of the sites
listed. Give us a call to register for a specific
site and we’ll provide you with directions.
Bemidji, Bi-County Community Action
Programs

Duluth, Northland Foundation Conference
Room

Elbow Lake, West Central MN Community
Action Council

Moorhead, Clay County Family Service
Center

HOME

e,

HOME Line
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Rochester, First Homes

Mankato, Mankato City Hall

St. Cloud, Catholic Charities

Willmar, Heartland Comm. Action
Virginia, Arrowhead Economic Opportu-
nity Agency

Spring Lake Park, Rise Inc.

Stillwater, Wash. Cty. Govt. Center
Bloomington, Cornerstone

Minneapolis, The Church Center

St. Paul, Community Stabilization Project

MTA »

3455 Bloomington Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55407
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DETAILS:
November 13, 2006
9:30AM -11:00AM

NOTE: THE CALL WILL BEGIN
PROMPTLY AT 9:30 AM.

State-wide virtual briefing session to

inform Minnesota’s Congressional
delegation
about the
impact
proposed
federal
housing
policies will
have on
Minnesota.





